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School Council Visit at the 
Senedd

School Council had an invitation to visit the 
Senedd in Cardiff Bay as part of their School 
Council duties. On the 23rd of October, 2013 
the pupils visited the Senedd and took part in 
a formal debate in the Chamber. Pupils had 

to go through security and were all issued 
with a visitor badge.

All pupils were able to have their say in 
relation to various school issues. Pupils 

discussed school dinners, sporting activities 
and their Curriculum. Pupils were also able to 

vote just like the members of the 
Welsh Government.

Pupils were given the opportunity to 
experience Cardiff Bay and attempted 

spotting all of the different landmarks. Pupils 
were able to identify where the news had 

been filmed in different locations 
around the bay.

After all of the hard work and debating that 
took place during the morning, pupils were 
keen to have lunch and a special treat was 
arranged. All of the school council members 

enjoyed an ice cream in ‘Cadwalladers 
Cafe’ before the return journey

 back to school.
 



Comenius Project
Eight pupils and three staff went to 

Bordeaux in France as part of the Comenius 
project, 13th - 19th October 2013.  We 

visited the French school and took part in 
various project activities.  During our stay 

we visited an organic farm, a vineyard and 
the towns of Toulouse and Bordeaux. The 
highlight of the visit was to see and climb 

Europe’s biggest sand dune.
Outdoor Education

Every Tuesday we take a group of ten 
pupils to Bryn Bach Park to take part 

in outdoor activities. Since September 
we have all enjoyed Gorge Walking, 

Caving, Rock Climbing, Cycling, 
Kayaking, and Archery. Our adventure 

last week was Pen y Fan. We all enjoyed 
a fantastic but very challenging climb 
to the top of Pen y Fan, at the top the 
views were breath taking, and after 

some well-deserved lunch on the top we 
made our way back to the bottom, very 
tired but extremely proud of ourselves. 
All pupils have learned the importance 
of being part of a team encouraging 

and supporting each other. Their 
confidence has grown and skills are 

improving each week.

Rebound & Swimming Therapy
At Greenfield, we provide Rebound Therapy and Swimming 

Therapy. Both therapies have a positive impact on the 
pupils who participate.

During Rebound Therapy, students learn new skills and the 
therapy also promotes deep relaxation and a sense of 

calm. Rebound Therapy is carried out four days each week 
due to the positive impact that the sessions have on the 

pupils who take part.
During Swimming Therapy, pupils learn new skills such as; 
water tipping and splashing to eventually swimming full 

lengths of the Hydrotherapy Pool. The Hydrotherapy Pool 
is a great facility that we have and it is used daily to help 

pupils overcome a fear of the water.

Drama Therapy
Drama Therapy takes place with a Drama Therapist every Wednesday and Thursday. 

Pupils are allowed the chance to work with the Drama Therapist in both individual 
and group sessions. Drama Therapy focuses on allowing individuals to express their 

emotions and feelings through a creative outlet. Results of Drama Therapy have 
been extremely positive and pupils thoroughly enjoy and positively respond to the 

sessions.



School Council News
School Council have had a busy start to the academic year. They have been keen to 

have special guests attend their school council meetings. This has included governors and 
other professionals that they work with. 

School council meet on a monthly basis and have an agenda and action plan that they 
are busy working towards. 

Pupils are very keen to have ID, this included badges and t-shirts that the pupils are 
currently designing. Other actions include the school grounds and 

pupils views on school life. 
Rebecca Meredith Voluntary Action Merthyr Tydfil one voice—Attended school council 

meeting 30th September. This is an advocacy project to empower disabled persons to be 
able to speak up and create forums for disabled people to agree collective action and 

engage with service providers.
Rebecca was interested in hearing the views of school council and 

how it worked in Greenfield. 
Rebecca was able to explain to the School Council her role and the pupils were 

interested in working with Rebecca in the future. 
They were keen to express their views and thoughts. 

Rebecca asked the school council if they would like to visit Vue Cinema. Rebecca 
organised a visit on 12th November. School council was able to experience the specialist 
provision at the cinema for pupils with SEN. They were excited to watch some clips with 

subtitles and we used the loop system for the pupils with hearing impairment. 
Pupils really enjoyed looking at the different cinemas and which seats and screens that 
they preferred best. Pupils were in agreement that the bean bags were their favourite. 

Pupils have fed back into their classes and have shared their experience with their peers. 

Routes to 
Foundation

In Routes to Foundation we 
have been exploring autumn. 

We have made sensory autumn 
collages. Each collage created 
by the children was unique and 

special.  



G1 Settle into School
We have welcomed lots of new pupils in our class 

since September. New pupils have settled into their 
new class very well.

G1 enjoy spending a lot of time outdoors and love 
to go outside whatever the weather, if it is raining 
we put on our wet gear and go outside to splash 

in the puddles.
Afternoons are our favourite time as we do lots of 
creative activities including cooking, messy play 

and painting.
We visit the sensory room in the junior department 

most days and participate in Touch Therapy 
sessions on a weekly basis.

All About Me in G2
This term our topic has been ‘All About Me’.  We 
have been very busy in G2 doing lots of exciting 

activities.  We went out in the minibus at the 
beginning of the term to find out about where we 
all live. We visited each pupils home and took a 

photograph of everyone outside their house.  We 
used these photos to learn the song ‘Where Do We 

Live?’
Our parents sent in photographs of us as babies and 
we used these photographs to show our friends what 
we used to look like as babies.  We tried to guess who 
the baby was by looking at each baby photograph.  
We have made a beautiful baby display outside our 

classroom using our baby photographs.
We have also had fun getting messy this term.  We 

have been painting with our hands and our feet and 
for Bonfire Night we made splatter paint fireworks by 

flicking bright coloured paint off the paintbrush.
For our whole school celebration ‘Once Upon a Time 
at Greenfield School’ we focused on the book ‘We’re 

Going on a Bear Hunt’.  We thoroughly enjoyed this 
book and were shocked when the cheeky bear 

came to school; he left his muddy footprints up the 
school corridor.

 



Precious Things in G3 & G4

This term both G3 and G4 classes have studied the 
topic ‘Precious Things.’ Both classes have learnt all 

about our bodies and we have been finding out about 
skeletons.

In G3 class we especially enjoyed dressing up and 
sticking bones in the right places. We have also learned 

about keeping our bodies healthy and we have 
explored foods which keep our bodies strong.

In G4 class we have been learning different names 
of body parts in English and in Welsh. G4 class began 
the term by reading the book, ‘Kippers Birthday.’ Both 
classes have had lots of fun finding out about different 
celebrations and special occasions. G3 pupils planned 

a birthday party for the class puppets, ‘Mary and 
Harry.’

 

Harvest Time in G5
After planting our chatted potatoes in the Spring we 

waited...and waited…and waited for them to grow. Autumn 
came and we were blessed with a lovely crop of red and 

white potatoes which we cooked  and made into delicious 
chips.

During the term PC Rogers became a regular visitor to 
our class. During her visits we talked about the dangers of 

strangers in our community and on her most recent visit we 
discussed bullying . PC Rogers helped us to understand the 

importance of friendship and who to go to if we are 
worried about anything.

G5 also celebrated the ‘Festival of Lights’ by making Rangoli 
patterns and a display of lamps. We took part in a special 

Tac- Pac session using Saris while listening to traditional Indian 
music and the story of Rama and Sita.



S1 go to the Library
During the Autumn Term S1 have visited the library in 

Merthyr Tydfil. We planned to visit once a fortnight but the 
children enjoyed the experience so much we decided to 

visit on a weekly basis.
The pupils have loved exploring the different books and 

have been encouraged to find books linked to topics we 
have been learning about such as, ‘People Who Help Us’ 

and ‘Seasons.’
We also access the ICT suite at the library to look at 
interactive reading books and games, it is great fun!
Each child in the class now has their own library card; 

children can borrow library books and bring them back to 
school to share with their friends.

S2 Visit Llancaiach Fawr
S2 visited Llancaiach Fawr as part of our Connected 
Learning theme. We have been learning about the 
Tudors and the way people lived and spoke during 

those times.
We made herbal posies in the kitchen using mint, 

lavender and thyme. They should keep our coughs and 
colds at bay.

The pupils were very enthusiastic to try out the stocks at 
Llancaiach Fawr.

In literacy we have studied Shakespeare’s play, Romeo 
and Juliet and compared it with Leonard Bernstein’s 

musical, ‘West Side Story.’
In Science we have been finding out what happens to 

liquids when we freeze them. We tried water, honey, 
vegetable oil, milk and syrup.

Aboriginal Art in S3
S3 have been investigating art from around the world. 
The pupils have looked at Aboriginal art from Australia. 

We have had great fun making the ‘paint’ using 
blackberries, soil and various herbs. Students then used 
twigs, sticks and straws, to ‘paint’ their dot patterns like 

traditional Aboriginal art work.
S3 are looking forward to moving onto their next art 

project which will be researching and creating African 
Masks.

 



Learning and Investigating in S4
As part of our topic we have been investigating autumn. We have explored autumn colours, 

textures and tastes. We made hot dogs, firework biscuits, made splat paint pictures using 
straws and toothbrushes and felt inside pumpkins.

We have been learning about measuring as part of our maths work. We went outside and 
drew around each other, then we used paint to mark make. We really like being outside in our 

new outdoor learning area. It is lots of fun!
We have been trying really hard to match numbers and count out the correct amount of 

bricks. We had to find the numbers in our outdoor area and match them to the correct pot. 
Then we counted out the correct amount of bricks to go in each pot. It was real hard work.
Each week pupils in Senior Class 4 visit the local supermarket. They follow a symbol based 

shopping list and buy snacks and food for breakfast club and cooking activities. They really 
enjoy going shopping and like helping to find the items on their shopping list 

and cross them off.

Personal Progress in S5
Senior 5 have been working towards achieving 

Entry Level 1 in Personal Progress. We have been 
developing our skills when accessing various 

activities within the community. We have visited 
many cafes, restaurants, Cwm Cycling and The 

Local History Museum.

S6 Study the News
S 6 have been studying the First World War 

and learning about why poppies are worn on 
Remembrance Day. Some pupils bought medals and 

photographs showing their grandparents wartime 
service.

The class have been reading a book ‘War House’ by 
Michael Morpurgo and have also begun watching 

the film.
S6 have looked at news from around the world and 

looked at stories about the floods in the Philippines, a 
helicopter crash in Glasgow and the death of a film 

star in America.
We have been following the Jamie Oliver cooking 
scheme we have learnt lots of new skills and enjoy 

shopping to get our ingredients out in the community.
 

Community Focused in 
S7

We have been very busy in Senior 
7 class. Every Tuesday we go to 

Merthyr Tydfil Leisure Centre to take 
part in gym and swimming sessions. 
Afterwards, we have lunch together 

at the Café.
We have been out in the community 

a lot this term. We have visited a 
bank, the local library and a pet 

shop. We have enjoyed getting out 
and about!

We have also been concentrating 
on our EdExcel coursework. We 

have completed lots of Literacy and 
Numeracy work. We have been 

making recipes based on the Jamie 
Oliver Cookery Scheme.



SL1 Busy Term

We have been very busy in SL1 this term. 
The pupils have been visiting the local care home, Greenhill Manor, every Friday afternoon, 

enjoying interacting and engaging with the elderly residents when they chat, sing and 
laugh together. The pupils enjoy making cakes, decorating biscuits and eating crisps 

and snacks together with the pensioners. The residents recently came to school for our 
Macmillan coffee morning. In aid of Macmillan Cancer Research, the pupils made and 

decorated lots of cakes and cookies and sold them for 50p each. Tea, coffee and squash 
were also available to buy. The coffee morning was a great success and they raised a 

total of £191.35. The money was banked in HSBC in Merthyr Tydfil where they received a 
certificate for their endeavours.  

SL2 Become Authors

This term the pupils have become budding authors and written 
their own books suitable for young children. The books produced 
have been outstanding and pupils are looking forward to having 

their books professionally bound and published.
Some students in SL2 attend vocational courses in the Neighbour 
Learning Centre, Gurnos. Students can study a range of courses 

including Hair and Beauty and bricklaying.
Our class is working alongside Cynon Valley Crime Prevention 
Association on a Community Safety Project. To date the class 
has identified what anti-social behavior is, identified types of 

anti-social behaviour in the local community and formed links 
with the Tesco Community Links Officer. Pupils have worked with 

our crime prevention officer Brett to create and distribute a 
questionnaire to gain an understanding of local views towards 

anti-social behavior.
Tesco supported our class and allowed us to distribute our 

community safety questionnaire in their store. Tesco were so 
impressed with all students we were invited to help them with 

their local food bank project. Pupils gave out leaflets promoting 
the food bank scheme and helped pack the donated food 
which was then taken to the food bank in Gurnos. We hope 
to visit the food bank to find out what happens to the food 

donations once they arrive there.



Talanted Pupils Work

 
On this page you get an exclusive 

chance to read one of the novelets 
by one of our talented authors from 
SL2. The concept for this work was 

completely created by the student .



Sporting Activities
As a school we offer many sporting activities such as; basketball, cricket, football, 
gymnastics, netball and rugby. Students can participate in the range of sporting 

activities every lunch time.
Every term, we compete against other schools in various sporting events. This builds 

pupils confidence and provides great fun and enjoyment for all pupils involved.

Netball
Netball practise takes place every Thursday lunch 
time. Recently, KS3 and KS4 pupils took part in the 
‘Glamorgan Valleys Netball Tournament’ and we 
came second! We played against lots of schools 
from around Merthyr Tydfil and we had a really 
fantastic time. We are holding our own Netball 
Tournament against other schools in January at 

Merthyr Tydfil Leisure Centre. We are really looking 
forward to it!

 X-Box Club
X-Box club is run during every lunch time. 
It is open to pupils in the junior and senior 

departments. We play a range of computer 
games the most popular game being, ‘Just 

Dance.’ Pupils independently set up and 
pack away the equipment used.

TAG Rugby
This term, KS3 participated against other schools in a TAG Rugby Tournament at 

Merthyr Tydfil Leisure Centre. The team played extremely well, winning two games 
and drawing one. The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the day and we are looking 

forward to our next challenge on the field!

Language and Play
Our Language and Play parent and child group is run every Wednesday morning from 9:30-

10:30am.
Parents and Carers of pupils in the Early Years Department are invited to come along and 

take part in fun and creative activities aimed at developing early communication and 
learning through play.

This term we have been singing our favourite Nursery Rhymes and counting songs, practicing 
our turn taking skills during our ‘Knock on the Box’ game.  We have also been busy making 

footprint calendars and rainbow musical instruments.
There are always lots of smiles during Language and Play.



School Credit Union
The Credit Union runs every Wednesday morning from 

09.00A.M to 10.00A.M in the senior department. All pupils 
and friends of Greenfield School are welcome to join and 

become regular savers.
We have a range of saving schemes available from direct 

debits, Christmas saving accounts and weekly money 
collections.

For more information please contact Mrs Eve Williams 
though the school!

 

Drum Lessons
Pupils in Greenfield are fortunate to have drum 
lessons where they learn how to play the drum 

kit and how to read music. Some pupils are 
working towards taking a ‘Rockschools’ exam. 
One pupil has passed a Grade 3 examination.
As we approach Christmas, we are working on 
percussion for songs in the Christmas Concert 
and a handheld piece for the Carol Service.

 

Learning Welsh
We are running a ‘Welsh for the Family’ 

class within the school which is made up of 
teachers, parents and adults from the local 
community. It is a two hour weekly course 
that will run for two years and will lead to 

obtaining an Entry Level Certificate in Welsh 
Language. All of the participants are very 

enthusiastic and work very hard!
 

Sign Language Club
We run a basic sign language club every 
Friday lunch time. The aim of the club is 
to educate our students about hearing 

impairments and to promote an awareness 
of deafness. By using this method of 

communication, we have learned to sign 
our names. We are currently learning to sign 
the alphabet, where we live, the names of 
our pets and our family members. We have 

also learned to express our feelings.



Important Dates for Your Diary 
SPRING TERM 2014 - Monday 6th January to Friday 11th April

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS - Wednesday 22nd January

HALF TERM - Monday 24th February to Friday 28th February

INSET DAY - Friday 28th March

EASTER HOLIDAYS - Monday 14th April - Friday 25th April

SUMMER TERM STARTS - Monday 28th April

Christmas Fayre
Friends of Greenfield School organised a traditional Christmas fayre at the beginning 

of December. There were lots of different stalls from the local community. A local florist, 
‘Suzanne’s Florists’ provided beautiful floral displays to sell at the fayre. ‘Sweets for all 

Occasions’ also provided the school with a stall displaying plentiful gifts.
There was also a Continental gift stall, an unusual gift stall and various other unique stalls. 
Lots of delicious food including hot pork and stuffing rolls, turkey and stuffing rolls, jacket 

potatoes, mince pies and mulled wine were available for the taking.
Rhyd Y Grug school choir came along to sing Christmas carols alongside Greenfield choir. 
While a brass band played throughout the evening to really lift the Christmas spirit. Santa 

Claus met many of the children in his grotto and each child received a gift.
Raffle tickets were sold and a draw will be made on the 17th of December. Fantastic prizes 
were donated by various businesses in the community. We are extremely grateful for their 
continued support. A special thanks to Mrs Yapp a representative of Barclays Bank, who 

match funded us on the raffle stall.
The total amount raised was £3286 – a FANTASTIC amount! Everyone enjoyed the evening 

which was a great success. We want to say a special thank you to all of you for your 
continued support of Greenfield School.

 


