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Shakespeare Schools
On 5th November pupils from Greenfield School performed in a production of Romeo And 
Juliet at the Beaufort Theatre in Ebbw Vale. The performance was part of the Shakespeare 

Schools Festival, the largest national youth theatre event. After weeks of rehearsal the seventeen 
pupils taking part were prepared and ready. The performance day came and there was great 

excitement amongst the cast. Greenfield was one of four schools performing on the night. 
The cast performed spectacularly well and received great applause. The professional director 
from the Shakespeare Schools Festival who was reviewing the plays that night commented on 

Greenfield’s brilliant acting, clear characters and great voice projection. The students all gained a 
huge sense of achievement from performing for a public audience in a professional theatre and 

all should feel very proud of themselves.   
  

Anti-Bullying Week
The whole of Greenfield School took part in anti-bullying week to take a stand against bullying. 
Each class made a handprint and pupils wrote or drew a picture of how they felt they could be 
kind to others in our school. We also wrote on our hands and made signs saying; ‘Say no!’ and 

‘Stop it!’ to show our school is against bullying. We talked in our classes about how we could make 
a difference in school and ways we would like to stop bullying happening. 

   
  



Attendance 
The importance of school attendance is one 

of the issues highlighted at the top of the Welsh 
Government’s Education agenda.  At Greenfield 

School we do our utmost to support excellent 
attendance and recognise its impact in terms 

of pupil achievement and social and emotional 
wellbeing. With your support and through a range of 
new initiatives we hope to meet our target of 93.5% 
attendance for every pupil.   Although excellence in 
attendance is our goal, we do recognise the unique 
circumstances that surround some of our pupils and 
where possible take this into consideration working 

with the Local Authority to support our pupils in 
achieving the best possible attendance.

Next term, we will be sending every parent a copy 
of their child’s current attendance, together with 

an information booklet which contains a register for 
you to keep of your child’s absences, for whatever 
reason.  You will be able to self -track and monitor 

your child’s attendance.
If you have any concerns or queries about 

attendance and would like more information please 
do not hesitate to contact the school.

As always your continued support is greatly 
appreciated.

   
  School Council 

Welcome to the School Council of 2015-2016. 
In September the school held elections and every 
pupil voted for who they wanted to represent their 

class. 
Our agenda for this year:

 Anti-bullying
 The grot spots and hot spots of the school yard
 Healthy eating/eco schools

Every four weeks the council members will meet to 
share good practice and concerns throughout the 

school. 
 

Residential Visits
Following previous successful and fun filled 

residential trips, yet again last July we had two 
residential trips:-

Fishing at Larford Lakes was an overnight camp 
and two days fishing trip. A total of nine pupils 
attended. We had the sun shining along with 

some rain which did not dampen the spirits of the 
team. Many fish were caught and a great time 

was had by all.
Margam Park was a two night stay with three days 

of fun activities. A total of thirty pupils attended. 
Activities that kept us busy included, canoeing, 
kayaking, mountain biking and walking to name 
but a few. The weather was kind to us yet again 
and we all came back exhausted but so excited 

to let everyone know what a fun time we had.



Children In Need
Greenfield School held its very first Lip 

Synch battle to raise money for Children 
in Need.  Pupils turned themselves into 
‘popstars’ for the day to entertain their 

peers and we had our very own MC 
Davies and MC Hartland presenting the 
battle! Pupils and staff had a brilliantly 
entertaining afternoon and we raised 

£84 to support Children in Need!

Rugby World Cup
To celebrate the Rugby World Cup 2015 each 
class in Greenfield was assigned a qualifying 
country that participated in the World Cup. 

We held a celebration day where each class 
represented their country. We had a fun 

filled afternoon which consisted of highland 
dancing, singing, the haka being performed, 
American rapping and demonstrating the Fiji 

welcome ceremony. 

. 

Harvest
We had a big celebration for Harvest this year. 

We sang lots of wonderful songs and said thank 
you for all of the wonderful food we receive. 

We invited the local church to our celebration 
assembly, they explained why we celebrate 

Harvest.
We had three huge tables overflowing with food 
donated by our generous pupils to help people 
in need. We would like to say a huge thank you 

to all of you for your very kind donations. All food 
was donated to a local food bank. 

Our Harvest celebration was a thoroughly 
enjoyable event which was enjoyed by all!   



Christmas Fayre
A wonderful evening was had by all who 
attended Greenfield’s Christmas fayre. 

Our fund raising committee worked 
tirelessly to organise the fantastic event. 

All monies raised in the fayre will go 
towards developing the school’s outdoor 

area to support pupils’ learning.  

Macmillan Cake Sale
In October we held a cake sale to raise money 

for Macmillan cancer charity. Staff worked 
extremely hard to bake a selection of delicious 

cakes to sell. We invited students, parents, 
school governors and members of the local 

community to attend our event. We raised over 
£300, an impressive amount of money in aid of 

Macmillan. 

. 

Key Stage 4 and 
Post 16 Provision

We have had another successful start to the term with pupils 
attending additional provisions. On Monday three pupils are 
attending their second year at 14-19 Learning Pathways. Two 
attend Bryn Bach Parc and one attends the Auto Project. All 

pupils are on target for achieving their qualification. Every 
Friday pupils also access their first year of 14-19 provision, which 

includes, Hairdressing, Auto Project and Bryn Bach Parc. 
On Tuesday we have nine pupils attending an outdoor 

provision at Bryn Bach Parc. Pupils access different activities, 
such as, canoeing, rock climbing, gorge walking and cycling. 

On a Wednesday we have three young men attending Military 
Prep in Rhymney training centre.

We also have four pupils attending Bishop Hedley High School 
every Friday.  Pupils are completing a B-Tech Art Course.

 



G1
In G1 this term we have enjoyed working on our topic 

‘Changes’.  We have sang songs relating to the weather 
and have had fun squirting spray cans filled with water to 
feel sprinkles of rain, feeling cotton wool for the snow and 

shiny, glittery paper for the sun.  
We have relished in messy play activities too!  We have 
mixed paint to see the changes in colour, we have felt 

frozen blocks of ice and have watched them melt and turn 
to water by the end of our school day. 

We have also enjoyed being little scientists.  We have 
completed science experiments, such as ‘The Cloud’ and 

‘The Rainbow’.  For our ‘Cloud’ experiment, we had to squirt 
shaving foam into a container full of water and squeeze 

blue food colouring from a pipette onto the foam to see the 
rain fall from the cloud.  It was exciting to watch!  

We have also had lots of fun on our forest school site 
where we have observed leaves falling from the trees.  We 
enjoyed collecting leaves of different colours and sizes to 

make hedgehogs and foxes during creative activities.  
 

G3
This term in G3 we have been very busy learning all 

about our topic ‘Changes’. We have sung songs 
relating to the weather and seasons and we looked 

outside every day to see what the weather was like. We 
have visited our forest school area and had lots of fun 

exploring and playing in the autumn leaves.
We have particularly enjoyed learning the story of ‘Jack 
and the Beanstalk’. We planted our own magic seeds 

and watched our seeds grow into plants. We have 
practised sequencing and retelling the story with our 
friends. We loved playing in our sensory trays; we filled 

them with soil, seeds and used characters from the story.

 

G2
In G2 this term we have all really enjoyed working on our topic 

‘Changes’.  We have looked at lots of different things that 
change, such as fast and slow; hot and cold; light and dark.  
We particularly enjoyed finding out about wet and dry; we 

had a car wash in the tuff tray and used sponges to clean the 
vehicles. We also washed the doll’s clothes and hung them on 

the line to dry. 
We had lots of fun relaxing with hot and cold foot spas, it felt 

really nice.  We also enjoyed using the animals to stomp over all 
of the ice before watching the ice melt.  

But our favourite activity was splashing in the puddles wearing 
our wet suits and wellies!!

 
 

RTF
This term we have had our old teacher Mrs 

Salter back in Routes to Foundation. We have 
been exploring the changes in seasons through 

the use of sensory activities, music and messy 
play. Though what we have been enjoying the 

most is having FUN !



G5
In G5 this term we have all enjoyed working on our topic 

‘Water World’. We have looked at pirates, sea creatures, rivers, 
ponds, lakes and the different uses of water. 

 We have shared lots of different stories including ‘The Rainbow 
Fish’, ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ and the ‘Bear Hunt’. We have 

been focusing on poetry and developing our writing skills this 
term. We made a poem with all the different pirate words we 
found. We also found rhyming words in different poems from 

the ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ book and made our own 
rhyming strings with pictures and words.

We have had lots of fun exploring our environment and 
learning about the water cycle. We made our own clouds and 

we used droppers to make it rain.
 We explored different objects and found out whether they 

float or sink. We learnt lots of different ways we use water and 
how we need to save water to help our environment. We have 

had a wonderful term exploring all things water related!  

 
 

G4 
This term the children in G4 have been learning about 
water. We have been learning about the water cycle, 
animals that we can find in the sea and rivers and the 
different uses of water. We have been watering plants, 

doing the dishes and bathing a baby doll. 
We have also been developing our road safety skills. We 
have practised crossing roads safely when going to the 

local shops to buy snacks for our class. 

G6 
G6 have had a fantastic term. We have enjoyed our topic ‘Water World’ 

and have worked hard across the curriculum learning lots of new skills.  
We have also found some time to learn about other events in our 

class including learning about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot, 
Remembrance Day and Diwali. 

We enjoyed listening to and retelling the stories about Guy Fawkes in 
detail. We carried out messy play activities related to the events, including 
using play dough and spray paint to create a firework display. We made 

our own Rangoli patterns, painted our own poppy pictures alongside 
creating more fireworks using sand, salt and glue. We also used the iPad 

to create our own fireworks and to repeat and follow patterns of fireworks. 
Finally loved experimenting with clay to make Diva lamps for Diwali and 

clay poppies for Remembrance Day. 
 

.G7 
In G7 this term we have all enjoyed working on our topic 

‘Water World’. We have looked at pirates and sea creatures.  
We have learned some sea shanties and sang songs relating 

to pirates, the sea and the water cycle. 
Our focus was on poetry this term and we wrote a class poem 
about pirates. Every pupil wrote one line for the poem and we 

then recited our poem to our friends in other classes.  
We practised our writing skills and copied the poem onto 
our specially made pirate map paper which we made by 
crumpling and tearing the paper then staining it using tea 

bags.  
 



S1 
This term in Senior 1 our theme has been ‘Active Planet’. We 

have been learning about volcanoes and earthquakes. We have 
recently been finding out about Tsunamis. We have been focusing 
on developing our oracy skills and have recorded a news report on 

a Tsunami that hit Japan. 
We all had our own roles with an anchorman in the studio, a roving 
reporter at the scene and even our very own cameraman. It has 
helped us to gain confidence in speaking clearly to an audience. 
We’ve really enjoyed this topic and have learned a lot about our 

active planet.
 

S2 
During this Autumn Term Senior 2 have been looking at the 

Hindu religion. We have been listening to the story of ‘Rama 
and Sita’ and talking about Diwali which is the Hindu festival of 

light. This year the festival of light was on the 11th November. We 
made vegetable curry, rice and naan bread – it was delicious! 

We also made Diya lamps out of salt dough and decorated 
them with sequins; we put them out in the classroom during our 
celebration. We created Hindu Rangoli patterns and displayed 
them in our class too. Drawing Mendi patterns on our hands was 

great!

S3
This term Senior 3 has been busy doing lots of written and 

practical learning. Our topic has been ‘Active Planet’. 
We have enjoyed making models, cooking foods, 
designing and delivering PowerPoint presentations 

based on our topic. 
Every Wednesday we have visited Brynbach Park 

and taken part in some daring activities such as rock 
climbing, canoeing and caving to name a few. “It is 

awesome!” Joel Thomas told us. 

S4
This term our topic was ‘Active Planet’. We 
have been learning about volcanoes. We 
searched for dinosaurs in ‘lava’ jelly. We 

have made volcano cup cakes in a cookery 
session. We also went to the park and used 

PECS for our volcano treasure hunt.     



S5
During the Autumn term, Senior 5 have been focusing on 
the environment and how to look after it. We have been 

carrying out litter surveys in our local area, identifying litter 
hot-spots and suggesting ways to reduce the amount of litter 
on the ground. We looked at the different types of pollution 
and created information posters to encourage people to 

save energy. 
   

S6
Every week pupils from Senior 6 have been having their 
very own bake off in cooking lessons, perfecting their 

cakes and biscuits and even turning their hands to Cornish 
pasties.  There are many helping hands making the job light 

work and lots of volunteers when it comes to testing the 
results.

We have developed lots of maths skills when cooking such 
as, sharing the cakes and biscuits equally, using measuring 
skills when we get the ingredients ready to mix, looking at 
bigger and smaller amounts and choosing the right size 
bowls we needed.  We also made lots of different shape 
biscuits so we can practise naming the different shapes 
and counting their sides and corners.  Last but not least 

we practised counting out all the lovely yummies we have 
made before making them all disappear.

We have learned a lot about kitchen hygiene and health 
and safety rules whilst working in the kitchen environment.
Our favourite part of each lesson has been tasting all the 

treats at the end!

S7 
Senior 7 have been out and about over the past term. We 

have been busy completing Edexcel Personal Progress 
modules and we have been using community provisions to 

help us to complete our coursework.
We have visited Plantasia in Swansea, where we learned 
about what seeds need to be able to grow. We planted 

our own seeds and carried out several experiments to 
discover what conditions are suitable for plants to grow 

and to survive in. We had so much fun!
We also made lots of outdoor resources whilst we studied 

the Edexcel module, ‘Helping to Maintain a Garden.’ 
We made things such as bird feeders and planted lots of 

different flowers and vegetables in 
our outdoor environment. We have also been busy in the 

kitchen, making lots of tasty culinary delights which we 
have all enjoyed making!

But our most favourite part of the term was when we 
danced to the ‘Party Rock’ anthem for the Children in 
Need Lip Sync battle, we were quite cool – I think you’ll 

agree!
 



SL1 
We have had a very busy term in Senior Leavers 

One. We have been completing lots of coursework 
for Ed Excel. We have focused on looking after our 

environment. We have tidied our school environment, 
been on an Eco Walk around the school and the 

local community. We have also created posters to 
encourage recycling. 

We have also been working on staying safe in the 
community - here we have identified dangers that 
we might face in the community. We have learned 

about stranger danger, e- safety, crossing roads 
safely and hazards around the home. We have 

created leaflets, posters and listed lots of rules and 
instructions on how to stay safe. 

SL2
In SL2 pupils have had a busy start to this academic year. All pupils 

have started the Post 16 curriculum, pupils will be completing 
Essential Skills Wales Entry level qualifications in Application 
of Number, Communication and ICT. This will be completed 

alongside their Edexcel Entry Level 2 Independence and Work 
qualification. So far this term we have covered; ‘Participating in 
Sport in the Local Community’, ‘Hair Care’, ‘Shopping for Daily 
Living’ and ‘Exploring Art and Safety in the Community’. SL2 are 

also accessing the pool and gym facilities
 at Rhydycar on a Monday.  

We asked some of the students in SL2 for their feedback on their 
new class. This is what they said:

“In September I have moved into a different building and I have a 
new teacher called Miss Petheram,” Sam Williams.

 “We have started to go to Merthyr College, we do art in the 
morning and environmental studies in the afternoon where we talk 

about Polar Bears and how to save them,“ Emma White. 
“I go to college every Thursday it’s fabulous. I love art and I get 
paint on my hands and knees, I can’t help it,” Thomas Browne. 
“Once a week we go over to the cookery room to make food. 

Then we come back to do our coursework,” Tonileigh Morris. 
“I like going swimming on a Monday to Rhydycar,” Morgan 

Williams.
 

SL3
During the last academic year, one of our students in Senior 
Leavers 3 achieved a first for Greenfield School. Leighanna 

Thomas worked throughout the year to gain a Level 1 Essential 
Skills qualification in Literacy. This is the first Level 1 qualification 

achieved in Greenfield School. 
At 19 years old Leighanna left Greenfield last July and is currently 
attending Merthyr College completing a mainstream Level 2 Art 

and Design course. Since leaving Leighanna has maintained 
close links with Greenfield School and we are very proud of her 

achievements. 
This year three students are following in Leighanna’s footsteps and 
are working towards Level 1 Essential Skills qualification in Literacy, 

Application of Number and ICT. 



Sister For Sale
 by Michelle Medlock Adams

I liked this story because it’s funny! My favourite part was when the 
main character Tom had his birthday and he blew out his birthday 

candles and wished he could be the first schoolboy to land on Mars.

Book reviewed by Nikola Stalis S2
 

 

’
  

The Twits
 by Roald Dahl

I enjoyed this book because it was funny. My favourite character was 
the monkey MuggleWhump because he spread the glue to stick the 

Twits to the top of the room. This book is good fun to read and is a 
little bit silly. 

Book reviewed by Bradley Stevenson Senior 5

 

Dinosaur Chase
 by Benedict Blathwayt

I read Dinosaur chase by Benedict Blathwayt. Fin the dinosaur was 
being chased by bad dinosaurs. He got away from them by flying. I 

enjoyed the story. It was good. 

Book reviewed by Tristan Edwards Senior 1

 

 

’

Beyond The Barricade
by Deborah Ellis.

The book is about a boy named Diego who escaped from a drug-ring 
and is being hunted down by the drug lords. He got taken in by a family 

who were growing cocoa crops, they used the leaves of the plant 
to make remedies and cures for illnesses. However, the government 
declared that the cocoa crops had to be eradicated because they 

were also being used to produce an illegal drug known as cocaine. The 
farmers were angry because of this and decided to revolt against the 

government’s actions by creating a barricade between the long roads 
to block the path of cars, production vans and

 literally damage the entire economy. 
The book is awesome because it actually takes place in real life. The 

characters are well-developed and all likeable. In my opinion, Beyond 
the Barricade is a brilliant book that would make you think ‘What will 

happen next?’, ‘Will Diego help to protect the precious cocoa leaves?’ 
and ‘Will he ever go home and see his parents again?’

Book reviewed by Daniel Powell- Senior Leavers 3

 

BOOK REVIEWS



Message from Mr.Murphy
Dear Parents/Carers 

We have had a very exciting, fun and creative start to the academic year at Greenfield School.  The 
magazine demonstrates the excellent progress that pupils have made during the autumn term. 

At Greenfield School we pride ourselves on our ability to ‘Learn together’ with ‘Aspiration, 
Imagination and Determination’. We continually find innovative ways to make learning fun and 

engaging as well as challenging. 
All learners are valued as individuals; we celebrate diversity and respect children regardless of ability, 

gender, religion or ethnicity. We strive to provide a rich learning environment where everyone’s 
achievements can be celebrated and individual progress is recognised. 

Greenfield school is a truly inclusive learning environment. Our strength lies in our commitment to 
provide learning opportunities for all. Our mission statement of ‘Opening the doors to the future’ is 
strong which enables pupils to make great progress. We also aim to provide learning opportunities 

that enable pupils to take responsibility for their own learning and encourage them to take 
calculated risks to help develop their own skills.

Our school building provides a rich learning environment for pupils to enjoy. We have up-to-date ICT 
to support learners as well as open grounds which enables Forest School activities to happen. This all 

contributes to pupils enjoying school and helps their confidence grow.
We are committed to working in partnership with parents and welcome our parents to take 

advantage of the many informal and formal opportunities to enhance the home-school relationship.  
This includes school celebrations, curriculum events and pupil annual reviews.

I would like to wish you and your family a very happy Christmas and I look forward to seeing you all in 
2016.

Best Wishes
W A Murphy

(Head Teacher)

Primary Department Sport
A group of children from the primary department 

participated in a multi-skills dragon sports event in Merthyr 
Tydfil Leisure Centre. Our junior pupils took part in events 

such as; netball, hockey, rugby, football, golf and ball skills. 
The children had fun exploring different skills in the different 

sports and they enjoyed playing alongside children from 
other schools in the authority.  

IMPORTANT DATES

Christmas Break Begins- Monday 21st December 2015
School Returns – Monday 4th January 2016

Half term – Monday 15th February 2016- Friday 19th February 2016

Greenfield would like to wish pupils, parents, carers, staff 
and governors a very Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year. 


