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Shakespeare Schools 
On 5th November pupils from Greenfield School performed in a production of Twelfth Night at the 

Beaufort Theatre in Ebbw Vale. The performance was part of the Shakespeare Schools Festival, 
the largest national youth theatre event. After weeks of rehearsal the pupils participating were 
prepared and ready. The performance day came and there was great excitement amongst 

the cast. Greenfield was one of four schools performing on the night. The cast performed 
spectacularly well and received great applause. The professional director from the Shakespeare 

Schools Festival who was reviewing the plays that night commented on Greenfield’s brilliant 
characters, clear story and great acting. The students all gained a huge sense of achievement 
from performing for a public audience in a professional theatre and should all be very proud of 

themselves.



Live Music Now
We have been extremely fortunate to have Live 
Music Now visit our school. Live Music Now is one 
of the few music organisations to offer bespoke 
activities for children and young people whose 
access to live music is restricted due to special 

needs or challenging circumstances.
Live Music Now visited our school for a week. 
The groups introduced themselves during a 

whole school assembly. The reaction from the 
students was amazing, lots of children joined in 

by dancing, clapping and singing. 
Live Music Now then spent the rest of the week 

visiting different classes in Greenfield School, 
engaging our pupils through music. We would like 

to express a huge thank you to Live Music Now 
for the joy they brought to our children. We can’t 

wait for them to visit again. 

Chidren In Need
We had a FUNtastic day raising money for 
Children In Need at Greenfield School.  As 

usual the pupils and staff supported the cause 
enthusiastically by coming into school in their 

pyjamas or normal clothes and in doing so 
donating 50p each.  We had a whole school 
Children in Need Assembly to start the day 
off then went back to our classes where our 

teachers had planned lots of exciting activities 
for us.  Some of the activities were a Pudsey 

Bear coin trail, Pudsey Bear biscuit decorating 
and a lesson linked to the theme of ‘in 

someone else’s shoes’.  The amount we raised 
will be confirmed shortly.   

Careers Wales Award
Greenfield School have worked extremely hard over the 

past couple of years to strive towards achieving the Careers 
Wales award. In September, we successfully obtained the 
award for the school. Through all of our hard efforts, we 
have formed a strong partnership with Tesco in Merthyr 

Tydfil and we are now in partnership with them through the 
Business Class Scheme. Well done all at Greenfield School!  

Business Class Partnership
This year we have developed an official partnership between 

Greenfield School and Tesco Merthyr Tydfil.
Through Careers Wales and the Business in the Community we have 

developed a partnership with Tesco Merthyr whereby we are looking to 
develop a great deal of opportunities for pupils, staff and families. We 
are currently looking to set up a active working party between staff at 

Tesco Merthyr and families of Greenfield to make the supermarket more 
accessible for our learners. If you would like to be involved in the project 

please contact Mrs. E Williams to have a chat and find out more.
 



G1
In G1 we have been exploring other cultures and celebrations. We have explored Diwali and had 
a great time. We have smelt and tasted different foods and spices. We have made Divi lamps and 
Diwali cards. We explored different traditional fabrics and dressed up in sari’s. We all really enjoyed 

listening to bollywood music and smelling incense sticks.  
        

 

Autumn Term in Foundation Phase
The Foundation Department have had lots of fun this term learning all about the topic ‘Clothes’.  

We have really enjoyed listening to stories such as ‘The Smartest Giant in Town’, ‘Froggy Gets 
Dressed’ and ‘Fox’s Socks’.  We have used props to bring the stories to life and have enjoyed 

learning about all the different types of clothes we can wear.  
We have explored various materials, textures and fabrics and have listened to music such as 
‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.’  We have had lots of fun dressing up in 

different costumes and finding out about people who help us.  We have listened to our teachers 
talk to us about dressing routines and have tried our best to practise this during our swimming 

sessions.

Following patterns

School Council News
Our school council visited the Senedd in Cardiff Bay. The 

Senedd is a very important building where lots of assembly 
members meet to make big decisions about Wales. 

Mari our tour leader took us into a class room and showed 
us a mural of all the things the assembly look after. 

Then we went into the old debating chambers and had a 
debate about children only going to school for four days 

a week. We all agreed that children should only go to 
school four days a week!

When we went into the new debating chambers we saw 
Dawn Bowden, she is the assembly member for Merthyr 
Tydfil and Rhymney. Dawn was opening the memorial 
service for the 50th anniversary of the Aberfan Disaster. 
We watched Ysgol Rhyd y Grug, Ynysowen School and 

Ynysowen male voice choir open the memorial and 
listened to two people telling their stories and poems 

about the Aberfan disaster.



G3

G2

. Mixing colours

   Recognising ourselves
 Ordering numbers

Following patterns

Mark making using ICT

Having fun decorating Joseph’s 
amazing dream coat

G4

G5
.

 In G5 as part of our clothes topic we have been ordering clothing with numbers 
and spelling our RWI words. 

As part of our Knowledge and Understanding Science lessons, we have been looking at Ourselves. 
We have enjoyed exploring our facial features and are now working on other parts of the body. 

Matilda is helping George make his 
marvellous medicine. 

Morgan experimenting with 
colour in Write Dance.

Ethan and Miss Jones 
are excited to go 
down the slide.

We enjoyed our 
clothes topic and 

dressing up.

We enjoyed finding out about the 
changing seasons and exploring 

the colourful leaves. 



G7 
We have had a busy 

term in G7.
Alex is matching socks 

and pegging the 
matching pairs on the 

washing line.
Jack working hard 

measuring the books 
using cubes. 

G8
Pupils in G8 have been 
investigating 2D shapes. 
We looked at pictures 

of shapes and counted 
the number of sides. We 
then used cocktail sticks 
and play-dough to make 
our own shapes. We had 
great fun and learnt lots. 
We looked at different 
buildings and structures 

and wanted to have 
a go at building some 

ourselves. We used nets 
to make pyramids. We 

also used sugar cubes to 
see if we could build our 
own pyramids just like the 

Ancient Egyptians.

G9
In G9 we dressed 

up in clothes 
from around the 

world. We enjoyed 
learning about 

traditional outfits 
associated with 

different countries. 
Take a look at just a 

few of our outfits! 

Autumn Term in Key Stage 2 
Have you ever seen an elephant in a dress? Or a giraffe in a pair of jeans? Of course not, because 

unlike animals, only human beings wear clothes! Clothes are an important part of our lives. They can 
keep us warm (or cool). We can wear different colours and designs and change them for different 

occasions, we can follow the latest fashions – and even make them ourselves! 
In KS2 this term we have been working on the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) theme ‘All 

Dressed Up!’ As part of our topic we have discovered what people wear in different countries and 
what the climate is like in different parts of the world and how this affects what people wear. We 

have investigated different materials and look at how effective different materials are at keeping us 
warm and dry. We have looked at different patterns and designs and experimented with our own.  
We have also learnt about clothes people wore in the past and compared them to the clothes we 

wear today! 
 G6 

Evan is making fruit kebabs.

Jayden is melting chocolate to 
make rice crispy cakes.

Logan dressed as a hairdresser 
when we learned about 

people who help us. 



Autumn Term in Key Stage 3 
The four classes that make up KS3 have been working on the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) 

theme ‘Sensational’, this term. The focus of this unit has been the 5 Senses. Each class has been 
engaged in differentiated cross curricular activities that develop our learning and understanding of 
the senses. Examples include visual and aural expressive art, tasting and smelling, Light and Sound, 

Victorians, Write Dance, visits to St Fagan’s and a range of sensory experiences. 
 

S1
In Senior 1 we have been 
learning about the Hindu 

festival of light which is 
called Diwali. We made 

beautiful Diva lamps and 
lit them up; they looked 

beautiful!

S2
Pupils in Senior 2 took part in 
a Bush Tucker Trial to learn 
about their senses. They 

tasted and felt a variety of 
foods and had great fun 

trying to find out what they 
were.

S3
Senior 3 have been linking 
their outdoor work to our 
theme, ‘Sensational’. We 

have been inspired by the 
visual impact of the work 

of the British artist and 
environmentalist, Andy 

Goldsworthy.

Here is an example of our 
eco-art, making use of the 

autumn colours.

We also used our senses 
when we hiked up Sugar 

Loaf mountain. 

S4
For our design and 

technology lessons we 
carved spooky pumpkins.  
We used tools to carve a 

face into the pumpkin. We 
used our hands to scoop out 

the inside of the pumpkin.
We explored the pumpkin 

using our 5 senses.



Autumn Term in Key Stage 4 
This term our key stage 4 IPC (International Primary Curriculum) topic has been ‘Express Yourself.’ The 
pupils have worked very hard and found a range of ways to express themselves through music, art, 

fashion, body art and creative learning. 
 

.

S5
Senior 5 have thoroughly enjoyed getting out and 

about this half term. We have enjoyed; weekly 
shopping trips to ASDA, swimming sessions at 

Rhydycar and going on lots of educational trips. 
We have also been working on our independent 
living skills during ‘Independence Club’. We are 
learning to; peg clothes on a washing line, put a 

pillow into a pillow case and fold clothes. 

S6
Senior 6 have been looking at different ways to 

express ourselves through a variety of means 
from art to music. They really enjoyed creating 

shape pictures using natural materials collected 
from our forest schools area and also explored 

using oil pastels to create pictures based around 
Remembrance Day. 

S7
Senior 7 has been extremely creative this term. We have 

looked at ways people can express themselves and used this 
as a focus for discussion. We have created lots of artwork from 
natural resources and represented our school values through 

graffiti-style art. Pupils have taken responsibility for leading their 
learning and expressing themselves in a variety of ways. 



SL1 
Senior Leavers 1 have been visiting lots of different shops in the community during the term. We 

recently went to B&Q, Merthyr because they have kindly donated a real Christmas tree to 
the school this year.

We had a fabulous time, Rob and all the staff at B&Q made us feel really welcome.

SL2, SL3 & SL4 
Students in the Post 16 department work with Viva, a charity that provides training and leisure 

experiences for young people aged 11-30 years. Viva have been visiting Senior Leavers 2, 3 and 4 
classes to work with students to gain accreditation in independent living skills.

Viva organised a visit to the Senedd for the classes. We travelled to Cardiff Bay on the train 
accompanied by the transport police. We had a tour of the Senedd and met Carl Sargeant AM 
the Labour Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children. We had prepared for the visit by 

generating questions we would like to ask Carl. We found out that the Senedd cost 40 million pounds 
to build and found out how Carl supports local communities. 

We had a brilliant day, thank you Viva!



Duke Of Edinburgh
Sixteen students have begun working towards 
gaining their bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. 
They have already successfully completed two 

overnight expeditions, the first a practise expedition 
at Talybont and the second at Llangorse Lake. 

 

Harvest Festival
Our Harvest festival this year was a resounding 

success. A big thank you to all staff and parents for 
your kind donations which were kindly donated by 

the Merthyr Cynon Food Bank.
We also use the event to launch our new and 
exciting partnership with Tesco Merthyr Tydfil.

A big thank you to the Bakery at Tesco Merthyr for 
creating and donating the beautiful Harvest loaves.

Peer Mentoring
We are excited to be introducing a Peer Mentoring Scheme for the pupils at Greenfield School. The 
scheme involves pupils from within our school volunteering to support and mentor others pupils with 
any worries, anxieties or issues they may have in school or at home. This will encourage the pupils to 

become more independent and confident learners.
Peer mentor volunteers will write a statement or give a speech to explain why they would like to 

become a peer mentor.  Pupils will be selected through an interview process with Mr Murphy. The 
pupils will receive intensive training on how to become a peer mentor and work to 

support and guide other pupils. 
We are in the first stages of developing this exciting scheme and we look forward to electing our peer 

mentors and introducing the scheme throughout the school.

 

Three Peaks
In the summer of 2016 nine people volunteered to walk 

the Three Peaks to raise money to purchase a new 
stage for our school.

All staff and pupils would like to say a big thank you 
to Jenna Tuthill, Gwynne Tuthill, Carys Tuthill, David 

Rees, Nikola Janufova, Azaria Edwards, Scot Edwards, 
Luke Williams and Jose Simoes for raising an amazing 

£1026.00 to help our pupils. 

St.Fagan’s
Senior 1 and Senior 2 enjoyed a trip to St Fagans 

National History Museum. Pupils visited a Victorian 
school house and Victorian homes. Pupils were 

amazed to see the differences between Victorian 
schooling and our school. 

 
 



ABA
ABA stands for Applied Behaviour Analysis which is based on improving socially significant 

behaviours to a meaningful degree. Programs that are put into place for the children focus on 
positive behaviour changes, teaching them functional skills in order to live fulfilling lives and as 
independently as possible. ABA focuses on the individual and programs are tailored to suit the 

needs of the individual, their family and in coordination with Greenfield School’s 
Positive Behaviour Support Model. 

Greenfield School are fortunate to have the students from the University of South Wales supporting 
the children’s ABA programs and the staff to run each program. In the Foundation Phase our 
children are working hard in their academic ABA programs to develop their skills in order to 

increase their ability to access the national curriculum. A child’s ABA provision is assessed and put 
into place on an individual basis which are closely monitored by the onsite Behaviour Analyst and 
class team. Children can then be moved on quickly opening the doors to learn more advanced 

skills. These programs can range from academic skills, toileting, self-help skills, and play skills; which 
are practiced throughout the day in a range of settings.  

We are all extremely proud of our children accessing ABA provision. They are all superstars!
 
 Fruit Tuck Shop

The pupils in Senior Leavers 2 have set up a Fruit Tuck 
shop at break times for all senior pupils. 

The tuck shop offers a variety of fresh fruit such as 
bananas, apples and tangerines for the pupils to buy. 

Each day two members from the class sell the fruit. 
The pupils serve both staff and pupils. The pupils are 
working very hard and are enjoying handling money 

and gaining lots of new skills.  
Every Friday the pupils identify how many pieces of 

fruit they need to order for the following week.  
The pupils are thoroughly enjoying their new 

enterprise and we are hoping it will be a success. 
Please support the enterprise by buying fruit every 
break time at the cost of 30p or £1.50 per week. 

 
 
 

Careers Fayre
Students from Senior 5, Senior Leavers 2, 3 and 4 visited a Careers Fayre ‘What’s Next’ organised 

by Careers Wales. We enjoyed all of the activities on offer, such as handling exotic animals, 
wheelchair basketball, food preparation, bricklaying, drama, welding, DJ’ing, speaking with local 

police officers and hairdressing.  
 
 

. 



Swimming Gala
Sixteen pupils attended the WSAPLD Swimming Gala at the 

International Swimming Pool in Cardiff on Thursday 17th 
November 2016. We are so proud of all our pupils; they 

competed in 25m backstroke races and also 
25m front crawl races. 

We came away with a grand total of 21 medals (8 bronze, 6 
silver, and 7 gold) and 9 certificates. 
Congratulations to all our swimmers!

Headteachers Message
As we approach another Christmas and the end of a successful autumn term, I would like to 

welcome our new pupils, parents and carers to Greenfield school.
We have had a very busy, fun and productive start to the academic year.  Pupils have participated 
in many sports events that have resulted in celebration across the school.  This has included football 
tournaments, judo, badminton, multi-sports, swimming galas and boccia to name a few.  The pupils 

have participated in music and dance with the highlight being a group of pupils representing 
Greenfield in the Shakespeare School festival.

Many pupils are working towards achieving their bronze award in the Duke of Edinburgh that has 
resulted with two successful expeditions.

The learning that has taken place has been engaging, fun and exciting that has grasped the interest 
of all pupils across the school.  All pupils have had targets set and are currently working towards 

meeting them. We aim to provide a safe and secure, happy and stimulating learning environment 
in which pupils can acquire high standards of knowledge, skills and understanding in all areas of the 
curriculum. We recognise the individual needs of all children and through our very committed and 

experienced staff, will continue to work in partnership with you so that we can develop each child’s 
full potential in all areas.  I am very proud to lead a staff and pupils who make learning magical.
I would like to thank governors, parents, carers and all stakeholders for their continued support.

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Wayne Murphy
(Head Teacher)

 

Paralympics
Greenfield would like to say a BIG thank you to 
Jeffery Savory, Peter Egan and Roy Court who 

have helped us set up weekly Badminton, Judo 
and Boccia clubs. 

There are now sixty pupils within KS2, KS3, KS4 
and Post 16 who now access weekly sports clubs 
from external coaches that come into Greenfield 
School. Pupils are not only being taught sporting 

techniques but are learning life skills such as 
effective communication, perseverance, 

cooperation, teamwork and respect.  
We have had great feedback from the pupils 

who have stated:
“Judo club is fun and cool”- Keisha Holtan

“Badminton club is class and fantastic”- 
Kian Waters

“I love Boccia club”- Charlie Parker

Twitter
Please follow our school on twitter @greenfield_sch to keep up to date with information and 

to celebrate success with us. 

Lunchtime Sports Clubs
Since returning to school there is now a Sports 

Development Team set up at lunchtimes. There 
are eleven pupils currently attending the lunch 

time club. The pupils involved take part in different 
sporting activities, over the last term the boys have 

been developing their football skills. Mr Davies 
and Mr Hartland have been coaching the group 
and it has been hugely successful with the boys 

gaining great football skills, social skills  and showing 
dedication to working as a team.

 The team recently went to Heronsbridge School to 
take part in a football tournament where the boys 

wore their brand new school kit. The team did really 
well and finished in second place losing in the final 

after a spirited display! Well Done Boys!


