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Double Sucess For Greenfield School
Greenfield School Recognised for Rare Double Excellent Estyn Inspection

Our school has received national recognition for the quality of its teaching 
and ‘sector-leading practice’. 

Estyn, the education and training inspectorate for Wales, had awarded the school a rare double 
excellent following an inspection earlier this year.  The ratings were for the school’s ‘current 

performance’ and its ‘prospects for improvement’ - meaning it has many strengths in these areas 
and significant examples of sector-leading practice.

These include providing ‘a highly effective range of learning experiences that has a positive 
impact on pupils’ learning and wellbeing’, consistently good teaching throughout the school and 

‘a very high level of care, support and guidance for its pupils’.
The Estyn report also praised Headteacher Wayne Murphy for providing ‘a very clear strategic 
direction’ for the school, and also the senior leadership team for ‘promoting a culture of high 

aspirations and expectations for all staff and pupils’.
 Mr W Murphy and Assistant Headteacher Mr G Daniels were presented with a framed certificate 
by Cabinet Secretary for Education Kirsty Williams and Meilyr Rowlands, Chief Inspector of Estyn,

 at a ceremony in Cardiff.
Wayne Murphy said the school was thrilled with its double excellent judgement, which was 

recognition of the hard work of pupils, learning support staff, administration support staff, teachers, 
the leadership team, governors, parents and carers and all stakeholders. 

Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council Cabinet Member for Learning Cllr Lisa Mytton said: “We are 
all delighted with the outcome of the Estyn inspection of Greenfield Special School, which is full of 

praise for the school’s many strengths and positions it amongst the very best schools in Wales.”

Engaging all Pupils in the Welsh Language
Estyn has also written an effective practise report based on the excellent use of Welsh as a second 

language witnessed at our school.
Key points from the report include;

At Greenfield Special School, senior leaders have embraced the challenge to improve pupils’ 
Welsh language skills. As a result, nearly all pupils make extensive progress in relation to their 

needs, abilities and starting points.
Senior leaders embraced the challenge to improve pupils’ Welsh language development and 
encourage the regular use of the language.  These ambitious improvements became strategic 

priorities for the staff and governors of the school. 
Over the last three years, the school has placed particular emphasis on extending the 

opportunities for staff and pupils to learn Welsh, to use their Welsh language skills confidently and 
proudly around the school and to promote worthwhile opportunities to learn about the culture 

and heritage of Wales. 
At Greenfield School, no pupils are disapplied from Welsh.  Teachers plan interesting and 

engaging tasks in lessons that are well matched to pupils’ needs, abilities and starting points.  
There are extensive opportunities for pupils to practise their Welsh skills in 

lessons and around the school.
Nearly all pupils make extensive progress in their Welsh language skills in relation to their needs, 

abilities and starting points.  They recognise and use Welsh words confidently to greet staff, visitors 
and each other.  A minority of pupils use a wide range of phrases to describe their feelings, talk 

about what they are learning and find out information about visitors.  A few pupils can extend on 
their answers and ask probing questions in Welsh confidently.  Pupils use their Welsh language skills 

confidently and proudly around the school.



New Playground
We are so lucky to have such fantastic sponsors and support from Greenfield’s Charity Committee. During 
the summer holidays a fabulous new inclusive playground was constructed, which enables our wheelchair 

users to enjoy riding on a specially adapted swing and roundabout. 
A huge thank you goes to Sir Stanley Thomas and Prince’s Gate who donated £22,000 to make this 

possible and Mr John Williams (parent) who was instrumental in providing the link between Prince’s Gate 
and our school.

Our park was officially opened on November 15th by Ryan Jones (ex Welsh rugby captain). Great fun was 
had by all. The smiles on the children’s faces said it all!

Super Ambassadors
This year we have introduced ‘Super Ambassadors’ to our school council. 
Ambassadors from each Key Stage are nominated and voted for by their 

peers. Their role is to work with staff to 
put forward pupil voice.

Greenfield School will soon be opening a cafe which will be offering light 
snacks, hot and cold drinks. The aim of the cafe is to give our students 

work experience, qualifications and 
eventually paid employment. 

The Ambassadors were asked to think of a suitable name for the cafe. 
After a lot of discussion they chose the four names they liked the most: 

Cafe Cwtch, Bits and Bites, Cookies & Bake My Day. 
Ambassadors compiled a tally chart and asked all the pupils at Greenfield 

to choose the name they liked best. Once the tally chart was complete 
our Key Stage 3 Ambassadors converted the tally into bar and pie charts. 
The Ambassadors were happy with the winning vote of ‘Bake My Day’ as 

our café name. 

Pyramid Classes
This year we are privileged to be working with Pyramid Educational Consultants UK.  This is a company 
that offer a wide range of services and products for educators and parents of children and adults with 
autism and related disabilities.  They are also the exclusive source of training and consultation for the 

Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) and the Pyramid Approach to Education.
They are supporting us to ensure that your children are given the best possible learning opportunities.  

This is achieved in two ways: one is by providing us with high quality training events which focus on 
communication; the other by working with some of our staff directly in their teaching environments, to 

coach them with planning and teaching functional communication skills.
Louise and Hannah, the Pyramid Consultants, have been working with us since September.  They visit 

school once a month to provide the direct support in classrooms to upskill our staff and they have been 
impressed with the work that is taking place.  They state that already, 

“Significant changes have been made.”  
Our staff are learning and developing their skill set which can only have a positive impact on the 

progress and learning for our pupils.



Alzheimer Sponsored Walk
Congratulations to some of our pupils, who along with the residents 

and staff of Greenhill Manor, participated in a charity walk and 
helped raise a massive £385.85. The money raised will go to the 

Alzheimer’s Society Charity. 

Children In Need
We had a fantastic day for Children in Need. 

We spent the day having lots of fun whilst 
raising money for Pudsey. The highlight of 
the day was when we held, ‘The Great 

Greenfield Bake Off’. Generous staff baked 
beautiful cakes which were judged by Mrs 
Conway and Mr Daniels. The winning cake 

was baked by Donna Jenkins. We raised £256 
for the charity. 

Christmas Card Competition
One of our talented Foundation Phase pupils has won 
the national New Direction Supply Agency Christmas 
card competition. Oliver Thomas was awarded £500 

for our school for his delightful Christmas card.  

Live Music Now!
Live Music Now are now regular visitors to our school. They work with our pupils with the aim of making a 

major contribution to children’s learning, social and personal development in areas including;
 Exploring and expressing feelings non-verbally, developing conversational skills.
 Improving mood; developing life skills such as turn-taking, collaborating, teamwork; increasing 

social interaction and self-confidence.
 Improving concentration, memory and developing creativity.
 Encouraging intentional movement, developing motor skills.

For children and young people with SEN and disabilities, the benefits are heightened, transcending 
barriers to communication by offering a unique means of self-expression and engagement. 

The response they evoke from some of our students never fails to amaze.

Instrumental Tuition
This year we are very pleased to announce that we have increased provision 
for music. We now have students that receive tuition on drums, piano, ukulele 

and brass. The tutors are members of Merthyr County instrumental service 
and visit school on a Monday and Friday each week. Engagement in music 

has been proven to support language and reasoning, co-ordination and 
emotional development. 



Careers Fayre
In November students in the 14-19 

Department attended a careers fayre 
hosted by Careers Wales. We all enjoyed 
a great morning looking at all the stalls 
and some students were even brave 

enough to hold a snake at the animal 
care stall. Thank you Careers Wales!  

Harvest Assembly
This year’s Harvest assembly was a resounding success yet again.

On behalf of Greenfield School and Merthyr Cynon Food Bank we would like to thank all parents and 
carers for your extremely generous food donations. They were very gratefully received and will help 

families in crisis. 
We would also like to say a big “Thank you” to the staff at Tesco, Merthyr Tydfil for coming along to 

support us and bringing two beautiful harvest loaves for the children to enjoy.
Thank you once again for your continued support.

Macmillan Cancer Support
On Friday 29th September 2017 we took part in the 
‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ to raise money for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. Staff made or donated 

a delicious selection of cakes and bakes which were 
available for pupils, parents/carers and staff to purchase.

With your support this event was a great success 
enabling the school to contribute £252.55 to a very 

worthy cause. 

Christmas Fayre
Greenfield’s Charity Committee has yet again hosted an 

outstanding Christmas Fayre. There were lots of great stalls, 
mulled wine with turkey and stuffing rolls, Santa’ s grotto, 

Christmas carols and an amazing brass band. It was a 
wonderful start to the Christmas festivities alongside raising 

over £800 for our school. 
 

Marathon Fundraising
We owe a huge gratitude to two of our parents Mr 
and Mrs Jones.  Both ran the Snowdonia Marathon 

and donated their sponsor money to our charity 
fund. We are extremely grateful!

 
 

Sponsored Read
We had phenomenal support from parents and carers for our 

sponsored listen and read. All classes planned different activities 
to support the event. Alongside having a great deal of fun we 

managed to raise just under £900 to purchase new books for our 
school. 

 
 



G1
In G1 we have loved listening to lots of sensory 

stories. We played with a range of puppets 
and different textures to represent the different 

elements of the story from our favourite story 
books, such as, ‘‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What 

do you see?’ We also made our own masks and 
finger puppets so that we could pretend to be 

characters from the story. 
We have been really excited as our new inclusive 

park opened in November. We love going on 
both the swing and the roundabout. We have 

really enjoyed playing in the park with our friends!

    

.
    

GRWP
Greenfield’s Workshop for Parents 

(GRWP) celebrated their 1st 
birthday in November. Parents 
were invited into school for a 

party to celebrate. Both parents 
and pupils thoroughly enjoyed 

making mocktails, playing party 
games and having a dance.

We would like to thank all parents/
carers that have supported GRWP 

for the last year and welcome 
others to join us. 

New dates will be made available 
to parents in the spring term.

Youth Mayor
One of our students Abbie Tasker 
nominated herself for the position 

of Youth Mayor for Merthyr. Students 
from across schools in the authority 

also put themselves 
forward for the role. 

Abbie made a campaign video and 
this was shared across all schools in 
Merthyr Tydfil. All of the schools then 
took part in a ballot to vote for their 
Youth Mayor. Abbie did incredibly 

well and has been invited to join the 
Youth Council meetings in January. 

What an amazing achievement, well 
done Abbie! 

Class By Class Autumn Term Round Up

Driving Test
We are extremely proud of one of our 
senior leaver pupils Sam Williams who 
passed his driving test in September. 

Tesco Launch Autism Friendly Hour
Over the past year our Business Class relationship with Tesco, Merthyr Tydfil 

has developed a great deal.
Whilst working alongside Tesco we looked at ways in which 

Tesco could be more accommodating for our learners.
One of the ideas was for Tesco to host an ‘Autism Friendly’ hour to support our pupils and their 

families. The launch took place at the store earlier this term. Tesco have made a range of 
amendments to the way it runs the store to make it a calmer, more inviting place to be.

The event was supported and advertised by Merthyr’s National Autistic Society branch. The event was 
also supported by parents/ carers, pupils and staff from both Greenfield and Caedraw Primary.
Tesco are hoping to make this a regular occurrence in the store so please keep an eye on the 

Merthyr’s N.A.S Facebook page for more information on upcoming dates.
.



G2
In October our class enjoyed celebrating Diwali, the 
Hindu festival of light. We made our own Diva lamps, 

decorated Rangoli patterns, smelled Indian spices and 
decorated our hands with traditional Mehndi patterns.

We really enjoyed the listening week where we enjoyed 
witchy sensory stories including ‘Room on the Broom’ 

and ‘Winnie the Witch’. We created lots of witchy crafts 
and explored some spooky textures in cauldrons. 

  
        

 

G4
In G4 we listened to lots of stories as part of our sponsored 

listen. We loved dressing up as our favourite characters at the 
end of the week! As part of listening week some pupils in G4 
made a Puppet Pals story of ‘We are going on a Bear Hunt’ 

for their friends to listen to and watch 
on the interactive whiteboard. 

We thoroughly enjoyed going to Garwnant on a Tuesday 
morning to explore lots of natural materials. We even went on 
a bear hunt swishing in the grass and squelching in the mud!
During anti-bullying week G4 went on a walk to the ‘Forest 

School’ area to find different things for our friendship soup. We 
talked about different things that could go in like leaves for 

love, sticks for fun and mud for kindness.
  

G5
In G5 this term we have learned all about fireworks and Diwali. We have enjoyed 
making colourful pictures using straws and kitchen roll holders to make sparkling 

fireworks. We have made colourful lanterns, decorated Rangoli patterns and smelled 
lots of different Indian spices for our Diwali celebrations.  

For anti-bullying week we completed lots of different friendship activities. We learned 
how to be a good friend to other people in our school. 

 

G3
In G3 we have loved listening to the story books, 

‘Room on the Broom’ and ‘Going on a Bear 
Hunt’. We have had lots of fun role-playing 

the stories. Our favourite activity was making 
binoculars to search for our own bears!   

 



G7 
In our literacy lessons in G7 we have been reading, 
‘The Gruffalo’. We have explored the outdoors and 

collected materials to make a Gruffalo sensory 
tray, which we have used to act out the story. We 
have also been writing parts of the story ourselves 
using story maps to help us. In science we have 
learned all about the habitats of the different 

Gruffalo characters. We used natural materials and 
creative materials to create the different habitats 

that we have explored. 
In anti-bullying week we looked at friendship. We 

talked about what makes a good friend then 
created a friendship web as a class. 

We have also had lots of writing practise to 
improve our letter formation. We have really 

enjoyed the many ‘Write Dance’ sessions we have 
experienced with lots of different messy materials! 

G8
We have had such a busy term in G8. We had lots to 

celebrate including Children in Need, Hanukkah and the 
arrival of the Elf on the Shelf in our class!

In our art lessons we looked at the Russian artist Kandinsky. 
We have been colour mixing and looked at tone and shade 
as part of our work. We liked the idea of exploring circles and 

creating our own masterpieces. 
We were very excited to see the postman come to our class 
this week, he had a very special delivery for us! He brought 
our Elf on the Shelf. We really didn’t expect him! We had a 

special letter from Santa telling us that we had to name our 
Elf and must not touch him. We all have to be on our very 
best behaviour now in our class. As part of our Christmas 

celebrations we also decorated Christmas jumper biscuits 
which were delicious. 

G6 
In G6 our favourite part of the term was 
hosting a Children in Need party.  We 

all wore spots, made Pudsey party hats, 
ate lots of party food and played lots of 
party games.  All while raising money for 

a very worthwhile charity. 
  



S1
S1 have really enjoyed making use of the newly 
refurbished Food Technology room to improve 

independence skills. The class has worked 
as a team to create some very tasty dishes 

including: pizzas, cakes, cookies and healthy 
fruit skewers. After each cooking session the 

class tasted their creations and 
evaluated their skills. 

 Pupils have also been delighted to experience 
ukulele sessions with a specialist music teacher. 
We have had such fun and this has been our 

favourite part of the autumn term. 

S3
This term, we have been studying the religion of 

Hinduism. We have learned lots whilst studying the 
religion in depth. We have been celebrating the Hindu 
festival of ‘Divali.’ We have made beautiful Diva lamps, 

Hindu food and made decorations. We researched 
and made a different Hindu recipe each week!

S2
During the autumn term S2 have been 
developing independent living skills by 

learning to choose and use 
kitchen utensils safely.

The class have been choosing what they 
would like to cook, and then they have been 

learning what equipment and utensils they 
need to use to make the dish.

For a few weeks the students have been 
making cookies and cakes. They chose to 
use bowls, spoons and weighing scales to 

create their cookies and cake. The students 
have become more independent in 

selecting what they need.
After each cooking session the class have 

enjoyed eating what they have made. 
 



S5
This term S5 has planned lots of outdoor visits themselves and 

evaluated their own behaviour as part of the 
Ed-Excel coursework.

We have focused on instructional and recipe writing. Pupils 
have used their writing skills in real life situations when cooking 

and writing instructions during our origami sessions.
In science, we have made electrical circuits and pupils have 

investigated what happens to light and sound
 with various resources. 

Many pupils are now responsible for evaluating their own 
learning and contributing to my weekly lesson planning. 

It has been a productive term!
 
  

S6
This term, S6 have looked at the topic ‘Buildings’. We have enjoyed a visit to Cardiff Bay to 
look at the different types of buildings. We have also studied different artists including the 

Welsh artist Martyn Evans. We have created our own work in his style. 
Our coursework this term has focused on healthy living. We have taken part in different 
healthy cooking activities and sporting activities. Our school nurse and Drug Aid have 

visited our class to help with our learning.
 

S4
We have had a lovely start to this 

academic year. We are once again very 
busy working towards assessment criteria 

to complete our Edexcel coursework.
We have enjoyed swimming, cycling, 

cooking and participating in music 
sessions from Music Live Now. 

We are also developing our money 
management and shopping skills when 

we buy our cookery supplies and our 
own breakfast in Asda’s café.



SL1 
Following the success of our Harvest Celebration and the kind donations we received from all of 
our parents and carers.  SL1 decided to take a trip to the Christian Centre in the Gurnos (where 

the  Merthyr Cynon Foodbank is based) to drop off all the donations and learn about what would  
happened to the food once it reached the food bank.

The volunteers there were very kind and helpful and gave us a wonderful welcome. Thank you all 
again for your continued support.

SL2 
It’s been a very busy start to the new academic year. All our 

pupils have been working hard to complete 
our Edexcel units. 

We have been on numerous trips out in the community, 
where we have been learning all about managing our 

money. We have visited banks where we learned about 
saving and budgeting and have been shopping for items 

which were the best value for money. 
We have also completed an Edexcel unit on ‘Skin Care’. We 
have enjoyed testing different products and had a beauty 

morning where we had facials. We have also been using the 
green screen to create adverts for the products 

that we used. 

SL3 
Pupils have been completing their Edexcel 

units ‘Running an Enterprise’. Pupils sold 
toasties and baguettes to 

the rest of the school. 
Pupils needed to advertise the foods for sale 
and shopped for the best value ingredients 
before preparing food and serving it to our 
customers. We have also been working out 

the costs and profits being made. 
We have really enjoyed this unit and hope to 
carry on with our enterprise project next term.

 SL4
During the Autumn term in SL4 we have completed the 

Agored Cymru qualifications, ‘Mental Health and Wellbeing’ 
and ‘Understanding Substance Misuse’. We are also working 
towards gaining as many independent living skills as possible. 
This has included completing work on the ‘Jamie Oliver Home 

Cooking Skills’ qualifications at Level 1 and 2 and accessing the 
local community as much as possible. 

The highlight of the term has been completing a sponsored 
walk from Pentrebach to Abercanaid and back with SL3 to 

raise money for Children in Need. 



Football
The annual Heronsbridge 11 a side football tournament took place in October. After our impressive 

display at reaching the final last year we were full of anticipation to compete. Our squad of 13 ( with 
many pupils making their team debut) travelled to Heronsbridge where on arrival they learned  they 

were in a difficult group competing against Headlands, Maes Gwyn and Ysgol Bryn Castell.
Our team did really well, putting in some stellar performances and showing true character in these 

challenging games. The boys came away with the ‘Fair Play’ award and truly were a credit to school. 
Well done boys let’s bring that trophy home later in the year!

Sports Clubs
We have over forty pupils from Key Stage 3, 4 and 
Post 16 taking part in weekly extracurricular sports. 

This term the pupils have enjoyed competing in 
boccia, polybat and table tennis activities.

We are extremely pleased to be developing an 
exciting link with the Fitness Locker Gym in Pant. 

This term pupils who have a diagnosis of ASD and 
are in Key Stage 4 and Post 16 are participating 
in weekly sessions lead by the Fitness Locker gym 

instructor Lee.
The sessions are aimed to help these pupils develop 

their proprioceptive skills, general fitness 
and wellbeing. 

We hope that the link with the Fitness Locker 
continues to develop with more pupils accessing the 

gym over the forthcoming year. 

Rugby
We took a group of pupils to the Wern Sports Field in 
Merthyr. It is a fantastic new 4G pitch where Merthyr 

RFC plays. The Wales Rugby Union (WRU) held a rugby 
skills day for our year 5 and 6 pupils. It was a brilliant day 
with pupils taking part in a number of fun drills. We had 
a great day interacting with other schools and learning 
a lot about rugby.  It was an opportunity for many of our 

pupils to try the sport for the first day! Da Iawn!
  

Swimming
This term we have been lucky to attend two 
swimming tournaments. We were invited to 

Newbridge Community Centre to take part in 
the Trinity Fields Fun Swimming Gala. We took ten 
pupils to the event and they really did enjoy the 

day and had lots fun which was 
the aim of the day!

We have also attended the WSAPLD Swimming 
Gala where we took a group of twenty-two 

pupils from the senior school. This is an important 
event with lots of schools competing and there 
were lots of medals to be won with our pupils 
not disappointing and coming home with an 

impressive tally of 27 medals. These included 10 
golds, 10 silvers and 7 bronze. All pupils displayed 

true sportsmanship.

School Nurse
We are fortunate at Greenfield to have 

our own school nurse Mair Bevan-Williams. 
One of the services Mair provides is to offer 
a drop in clinic for two of our senior Post 16 
classes. Once a week she provides support 
and advice for any medical or emotional 

concerns students may have.  
 
 SCHOOP

After Christmas we will be launching a new award winning communications app called Schoop.
 Schoop will vastly improve the way that we communicate with parents/carers and our school 

community. Alongside this, anyone signed up to the app will be able to 
communicate with teachers and staff with greater ease.

Once connected, you will be able to receive alerts, newsletters, articles, forms and 
access the school calendar. 

More information will be sent home with how to register in the New Year. 


